
Forest trade in the Lower 
Mekong region is currently 
undergoing a signi�cant 
shift. Viet Nam and Thailand 
are booming as wood 
processing and export hubs.

Source countries like Lao PDR, Myanmar and 
Cambodia are transitioning to more sustainable 
plantation-based timber industries. China plays a 
key role as an export destination because of the 
signi�cant domestic consumption of wood products 
and the size of the wood processing industry for 
re-export. This interview-style side event will feature 
insights from  governments, private companies, 
smallholders and �nancial institutions across the 
Lower Mekong region to discuss the interface 
between timber market demand and e�orts to make 
supply chains legal and more sustainable. It will also 
paint a vision of how a balance can be found 
between the growing Chinese market and supply 
chain actors to achieve a strong and sustainable 
forest industry in the region and beyond.

Hosts:

Latest trends and impacts 
of China in forest trade 

Organized by the UN-REDD Programme Asia Pacific

Featuring insights from:
CITES, RECOFTC, UNEP-WCMC, Bridge4Billions 
and many more

T O  J O I N ,  R E G I S T E R  A T :  

Emelyne Cheney
Team Leader for Asia Pacific | 
Forests and Climate, UNEP

Akiko Inoguchi
Forestry Officer | FAO

Keynote Speaker:

Dr. Pham Van Dien
Deputy Director General of the 
Vietnam Administration of Forestry 

David J. Ganz
Executive Director | RECOFTC

6:00 - 7:30 PM KSTMAY 4, 2022 COEX CONFERENCE 
ROOM 320

https://un-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_rmoV6Dr7QuSI73Fu38LhZA

https://un-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rmoV6Dr7QuSI73Fu38LhZA


MODERATORS: 
Akiko Inoguchi | Forestry O�cer, FAO
Emelyne Cheney | Team Leader for Asia Paci�c, Forests and Climate, UNEP
David J. Ganz | Executive Director, RECOFTC

Key note: Climate change challenges, and forestry commitments 
and industry aspirations from Viet Nam
Dr. Pham Van Dien | Deputy Director General  of the Vietnam Administration 
of Forestry (VNFOREST)

Interventions from the floor, discussion and wrap up

Agenda:

Opening Sessions
10 mins

FIRST STOP:  Endangered tree species  
What e�orts have been made to conserve endangered tree species and halt their 
illegal logging and trade in the Lower Mekong?

SECOND STOP: Trends of Chinese companies’ wood procurement preferences/ commitments  
How can we link Chinese demand with Lower Mekong supply of certi�ed forest 
product?

THIRD STOP: Social and Environmental Data
What are the main issues and opportunities for tracking social and environmental 
outcomes in the forest sector? 

FOURTH STOP: Smallholders and forest investments
How can we enhance the capacities of smallholders to access legal and sustainable 
supply chains?

A journey towards sustainable trade  
60 mins ca. 15 mins/stop 

Closing session and wrap up   
20mins


